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Dr.  Petegorsky  Speaks  for  Adult 
Education  Committee;  "Freedom 
And  a  Planned  Society''  Is  Topic 


Author  of  "Strategy  for  Democracy 


rr 


Dr.  David  Petegorsky,  brilliant  young  economist  and  political  scientist  will  be 
the  first  speaker  in  the  Adult  Education  Committee’s  series  on  “Current  Battlefronts 
of  Democracy”  at  the  services  on  Friday  evening,  November  22nd.  Dr.  Petegorsky’s 

subject  will  be  “Freedom  and  a  Planned 
Society.”  The  provocative  series  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Adult  Education  Committee 
will  continue  with  one  such  lecture  each 


Kertzer  Opens 
Adult  Courses 


month  during  the  current  season. 
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From  the  Desk  of 

Rabbi  Steinberg 

When  Sir  Thomas  Browne,  in  his 
Religio  Medici,  confessed  that  it  was  the 
reproach  of  his  profession  that  its  prac¬ 
titioners  were  generally  irreligious,  he 
may  have  spoken  accurately  about  the 
Christian  physicians  of  his  time  hut  not 
about  the  Jewish.  On  the  contrary,  all 
through  the  long  career  of  our  people 
the  practice  of  medicine  has  gone  hand 
in  hand  with  Jewish  devotion  and 
learning.  It  is  a  matter  of  common 
knowledge  both  that  Jews  hold  a  large 
place  in  the  history  of  medicine  and  that 
many  of  the  greatest  Jews  in  the  past 
were  physicians.  That  the  place  is 
larger  and  the  number  of  distinguished 
physician-Jews,  distinguished  in  both 
respects,  greater  than  most  of  us  were 
wont  to  suppose,  has  been  established  of 
late  in  two  works  published  by  the  Johns 
Hopkins  Press. 

The  first  of  these,  The  Jews  and  Medi¬ 
cine,  is  a  monumental  two  volume  col¬ 
lection  of  essays,  some  technical  whether 
as  history  or  science,  others  popular, 
but  all  fascinating.  The  second  and  more 
recent,  entitled  Jewish  Luminaries  in 
Medical  History,  contains  a  vivid  sketch 
of  the  field  from  the  ordinances  of  Moses 
for  the  diagnosis  and  quarantine  of 
leprosy  to  Paul  Ehrlich,  to  which  is  ap¬ 
pended  a  catalogue  of  the  greatest  single 
collection  of  manuscripts  and  books  on 
the  topic.  I  recommend  both  books  in 
the  first  instance  to  the  physicians  in 
our  congregation,  who,  be  it  noted  in¬ 
cidentally,  constitute  as  much  as  one 
tenth  of  our  total  membership,  hut  to 
(Continued  on  page  2) 


SCHEDULE  OF  SERVICES 

SABBATH  EVE. 

Friday,  Nov.  15th,  8:30  o’clock 
Rabbi  Kertzer  will  preach  on 
“  ‘In  Danger  of  Being  Bored  to 
Death:’  Comment  on  President 
Hutchins’  Recent  Speech .” 

SABBATH  MORNING 

Saturday,  Nov.  16th,  10:00  a.m. 
Junior  Congregation  Service 
at  10:30  a.m. 


Kertzer  Opens 
Adult  Courses 

The  Adult  Education  Program 
will  get  underway  tonight  at  9 
P.M.  with  the  first  lecture  in  the 
Major  Lecture  Series  to  be  de¬ 
livered  in  the  Synagogue  audi¬ 
torium  by  Rabbi  Morris  N.  Kert¬ 
zer.  His  title  will  be  “The  Pro¬ 
phetic  Strain  in  Judaism,”  the  first 
of  six  talks  on  the  general  subject 
“Historic  Movements  in  Judaism.” 
The  auxiliary  courses  on  the  archi¬ 
tecture  of  the  prayerbook,  also  to 
be  given  by  Rabbi  Kertzer,  and 
Cantor  Putterman’s  choral  group, 
will  commence  at  8  P.M.  Registra¬ 
tion  in  all  courses  will  be  accepted 
this  evening,  and  all  courses  are 
open  to  anyone,  regardless  of  mem¬ 
bership  status. 

Heller  Appeals  For 

Palestine  Funds 

William  Heller  has  recently  been  ap¬ 
pointed  chairman  of  the  drive  in  the 
New  York  City  area  for  the  American 
Fund  for  Palestinian  Institutions.  This 
fund  appeal  collects  money  for  educa¬ 
tional,  civic,  and  communal  organiza¬ 
tions  in  Eretz  Yisroel.  Included  among 
its  beneficiaries  are  the  Palestine  Sym¬ 
phony  Orchestra,  the  marine  academy, 
the  Agricultural  school,  technical  and 
trade  schools,  as  well  as  numerous  yeshi- 
vot.  The  campaign  appeal  will  be  cli¬ 
maxed  by  a  dinner  November  14th  in 
honor  of  Rabbi  Ira  Eisenstein. 


His  latest  book  “Strategy  for  Democ¬ 
racy”  has  been  widely  hailed  as  an  ex¬ 
cellent  critique  of  our  social  and  political 
structure.  Dr.  Petegorsky"  was  trained 
under  the  great  Harold  Laski  at  the  Lon¬ 
don  School  of  Economics,  where  he  re¬ 
ceived  his  doctorate. 

During  the  war  he  served  as  Deputy 
Director  of  Information  for  the  Canad¬ 
ian  Government.  At  present  Dr.  Petegor¬ 
sky  is  Executive  Director  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Jewish  Congress. 

An  able  and  interesting  lecturer,  Dr. 
Petegorsky  comes  to  the  Synagogue  well 
equipped  to  handle  the  provocative  sub¬ 
ject  of  the  economic  basis  of  democracy. 

Further  speakers  and  subjects  will  he 
announced  in  future  issues  of  the  bul¬ 
letin,  according  to  Harold  H.  Levin, 
chairman  of  the  Adult  Education  Com¬ 
mittee. 


SCHEDULE  OF  SERVICES 

SABBATH  EVE. 

Friday,  Nov.  22nd,  8:30  o’clock 
First  in  Series  on 
“Current  Battlefronts  of 
Democracy” 

Dr.  David  Petegorsky  will  speak  on 
“Freedom  and  a  Planned  Society” 
SABBATH  MORNING 
Saturday,  Nov.  23rd,  10:00  a.m. 
Junior  Congregation  Service 
at  10:30  a.m. 
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We  Need  Help 

The  bulletin  is  still  not  over  the 
stage  of  growing  pains.  We  do  hope, 
however,  that  it  is  meeting  a  need  on 
the  part  of  the  Congregation.  If  the  paper 
is  to  be  successful  our  readers  must  be 
satisfied  with  the  finished  product  every 
two  weeks. 

Yet  there  are  many  difficulties  to  over¬ 
come.  Because  the  staff  people  are  all 
involved  in  other  work,  they  spend  a 
good  part  of  their  leisure  time  preparing 
the  bulletin  for  issue.  They  cannot 
succeed  in  their  voluntarily  assumed  task 
unless  the  people  and  organizations 
around  the  Congregation  who  make  the 
news  inform  the  staff  or  the  Synagogue 
office  of  what  is  going  on.  Every  effort 
is  being  made  to  keep  abreast  of  all  news, 
hut  it  becomes  difficult,  if  not  impossible, 
not  to  overlook  something  that  may  be 
quite  important  if  the  information  is  not 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  bulletin 
editors  in  time  for  publication  while  it 
is  still  news.  This  is  an  appeal  to  all  who 
can  help  relieve  this  situation  to  do  so  at 

once*  The  Staff. 


The  Synagogue  Office  requests 
that  all  organizations  using  the 
Synagogue  facilities  notify  it  suf¬ 
ficiently  in  advance  so  that  there 
will  be  no  conflicts  of  dates.  This  is 
very  important  because  of  the 
ever  increasing  number  of  organi¬ 
zational  functions,  meetings,  wed¬ 
dings  and  other  affairs  that  are 
taking  place. 


The  Park  Avenue  Synagogue  Bulletin 


Schanin  Directs 

Seven  Clubs 

Covering  the  ages  from  eight  to  seven¬ 
teen,  there  are  now  seven  groups  under 
the  supervision  of  Norman  Schanin, 
Club  Director.  The  Synagogue’s  educa¬ 
tional  activities  for  the  young  children 
are  now  in  full  swing.  With  the  Hebrew' 
and  Sunday  Schools,  the  Junior  Congre¬ 
gation,  and  the  Club  Department  actively 
engaged  in  their  respective  activities,  the 
1946-47  program  is  well-set. 

The  various  Clubs  are: 

Senior  Co-eds,  age  17-18,  alternate 
Saturdays  at  7:30  P.M. 

Rayouth  Senior  Co-eds,  age  15-17, 
alternate  Saturdays  at  7:30  P.M. 
(Next  meeting,  Nov.  16.) 

Boys,  age  12-14,  lues,  at  <  :o0  P.M. 

Boys,  age  8-10,  Wednesdays  at  4  1  .M. 

Girls,  age  12-13,  Wed.  at  4  P.M. 

Girls,  age  9-10,  Mondays  at  4  P.M. 

Girls,  age  8-9,  Tuesdays  at  4  P.M. 

All  group  meetings  are  held  at  the 
Synagogue. 

It  is  urged  that  those  children,  who 
have  not  joined  any  group,  do  so. 
Parents  should  encourage  children  to 
participate  in  all  the  special  youth  ac¬ 
tivities.  Should  the  need  arise,  further 
groups  will  be  formed.  Hebrew  School, 
Sunday  School,  Junior  Congregation, 
and  these  Clubs  are  all  important  parts 
of  the  integrated  program  provided  by 
the  Synagogue 


Bas  Mitzvahs 

Barbara  Grad,  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  David  Grad,  on  November  9th. 

Muriel  Gold,  daughter  of  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Harry  Gold,  on  November  1 6th. 

Bar  Mitzvah 

Stephen  Howe,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Henry  Howe,  on  November  23rd. 

Anniversaries 

Cantor  and  Mrs.  David  Putterman 
celebrated  their  nineteenth  wedding  an¬ 
niversary  on  Nov.  1;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Herman  Friedman  marked  their  thirtieth 
anniversary  on  November  7;  and  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Louis  Greenstein  w  ill  reach 
the  same  milestone  on  November  21. 
Deaths 

Mrs.  Fannie  Steinthal,  sister  of  Mr. 
Solomon  Schoenthal. 

Mr.  Joseph  Rosenbaum,  brother  of 
Mrs.  Julius  Guggenheimer. 

Mrs.  Flora  Levy. 

Mr.  Henry  Silverstone,  husband  of 
Mrs.  Mary  Silverstone. 


November  11,  1946 


From  Rabbi  Steinberg’s  Desk 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
historically  minded  Jewish  laymen  as 

well. 

The  author  of  both  hooks,  who  is  also 
the  collector  and  possessor  of  the  pre¬ 
cious  library,  is  one  of  the  most  colorful 
and  beloved  of  American  Jews:  Dr. 
Harry  Friedenwald  of  Baltimore. 

Dr.  Friedenwald — or  “Dr.  Harry  as 
he  is  known  to  almost  three  generations 
of  colleagues  and  to  his  innumerable 
friends  —  is  the  physician  son  of  one 
distinguished  physician  of  Baltimore 
and  the  father  of  still  another.  During  his 
six  decades  of  practice,  research  and 
teaching  in  the  field  of  ophthalmology 
he  has  served  as  professor  of  his  special¬ 
ty  at  the  University  of  Maryland  and  as 
President  of  the  American  Ophthalmo- 
logical  Society. 

Busy  and  brilliant  as  has  been  his 
professional  career,  it  has  never  been  so 
busy  as  to  preclude  Jewish  concerns.  Dr. 
Harry  is  an  observant  Jew,  a  leading 
Zionist  and  former  President  of  the  Zion¬ 
ist  Organization  of  America,  a  director 
of  the  Jewish  Theological  Seminary  and 
of  Dropsie  College,  all  in  all  a  fitting 
member  of  that  illustrious  company  of 
Jewish  physicians,  honored  both  as  Jews 
and  physicians,  whose  faithful  and  ar¬ 
dent  chronicler  he  has  become. 

One  of  the  most  gracious  of  my 
memories  is  that  of  a  visit  to  his  library. 
There  he  sat,  in  the  vault-library  of  an 
old.  old  Baltimore  mansion,  his  rare 
manuscripts  and  exquisite  hooks  about 
him,  handling  them  with  delicate  rever¬ 
ence,  speaking  of  them  eloquently,  in¬ 
deed  passionately.  I  recall  that  at  the 
time  he  reminded  me  of  that  lovable 
character  created  by  Anatole  France,  the 
bibliophile,  Sylvestre  Bonnard,  except 
that  in  the  case  of  this  Jewish  bibliophile, 
the  love  of  books  was  intensified  by  a 
practitioner’s  love  of  medicine  and  in¬ 
vested  with  infinitely  greater  urgency  by 
an  informed  pride  in  the  Jewish  past  and 
by  deep  piety,  ancestral  and  religious. 

Somewhere  or  other  Gilbert  K.  Ches¬ 
terton  speaks  of  a  poet  as  being  as  poetic 
in  himself  as  any  poem  he  might  write. 
I  cannot  help  feeling  that  Dr.  Harry  of 
Baltimore  is  quite  as  absorbing  an  in¬ 
stance  of  the  Jew  in  medicine  as  any  he 
has  discovered  in  ancient  books.  Cer¬ 
tainly  he  makes  a  more  compelling  argu¬ 
ment  than  any  he  might  design  for  the 
compatibility  of  thorough  Americanism 
with  complete  Jewishness  and  of  the 
scientific  temper  with  the  religious  spirit. 

Milton  Steinberg. 
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School  Highlights 

by  Alma  D.  Kaplan 


Something  has  been  added!  A  High 
School  III  class  is  already  in  session  for 
young  people  of  15  and  over  who  have 
graduated  from  our  Religious  School 
(upon  completion  of  High  School  II  )  or 
who  can  furnish  proof  of  equivalent 
preparation  for  the  intensive  discussion 
of  Jewish  affairs  which  comprises  the 
curriculum.  Eagerness  and  appetite  were 
whetted  for  several  graduates  to  such  an 
extent  that  they  urged  the  formation  of 
a  group  in  which  they  could  continue  the 
analysis  of  today’s  problems  from  the 
Jewish  angle,  under  informed  and  com¬ 
petent  leadership.  Such  leadership  was 
obtained  for  them,  in  the  person  of  Mr. 
David  Greenberg,  who  is  a  Junior  at  the 
Jewish  Theological  Seminary.  This  ad¬ 
vanced  class  meets  on  Sunday  mornings 
at  11:20.  Qualified  high  school  students 
may  apply  to  Rabbi  Kertzer. 


Speaking  of  additions,  there’s  another 
offshoot  in  the  Club  Department  which 
previously  accommodated  students  from 
10  years  old  up.  Now  the  8-  and  9-year- 
olds  have  a  new  club  for  themselves. 
More  details  on  the  whole  club  program 
will  be  issued  soon  by  Mr.  Schanin,  the 
Club  Director,  who  is  now  wading 
through  a  mound  of  questionnaires 
which  the  school  children  filled  out  and 
sent  in.  These  include  their  statements  of 
tastes  and  preferences  in  connection  with 
club  activities. 


Housing  Department:  At  a  meeting  of 
club  leaders  and  officers,  it  was  decided 
that  one^room  in  the  Vestry  should  be 
designated  a  permanent  Club  Room. 
Henceforth,  such  will  be  the  purpose  of 
the  room  to  the  left  of  the  platform. 
Each  club  will  contribute  something  to 
the  furnishings  and  decoration.  There’s 
even  talk  of  a  Mural  to  be  painted  by  a 
professional  artist  who  is  interested  in 
the  success  of  the  project. 

The  program  for  Wednesday  evening, 
November  6th,  maintained,  if  not  ex¬ 
ceeded,  the  high  standard  for  Parents 
Association  meetings  set  last  year.  The 
intriguing  topic  for  the  evening,  “What 
Makes  Your  Sammy  Run?”  was  pre¬ 
sented  by  Rabbi  Kertzer. 

One  of  the  unique  contributions  of 
the  Parents’  Association  to  the  smooth 


running  of  the  Religious  School  is  the 
parent  volunteer  service  system.  This  is 
now  beginning  to  function,  to  the  enrich¬ 
ment  of  the  whole  school  experience  for 
the  children.  For  example: 

1.  A  Parent  Volunteer  is  cataloguing 

the  School  Library  books. 

2.  A  Parent  Volunteer  assists  in  the 

School  Office  Sunday  mornings, 
as  well  as  each  afternoon. 

3.  Each  new  pupil  was  personally 

contacted  by  a  Parent  Volun¬ 
teer  and  invited  to  the  Simhat 
Torah  ceremony,  Oct.  17th,  at 
which  all  new  students  were 
pledged  to  Jewish  learning, 
blessed  en  masse  before  the  Ark 
under  a  large  Talit,  and  pre¬ 
sented  with  a  miniature  Scroll 
of  the  Law. 


Watch  for  specifications  about  the 
Child  Study  Group,  a  boon  to  Jewish 
parents  with  problems  (which  most  of 
us  have).  The  Parents’  Association  is 
sponsoring  this  activity,  with  the  first 
session  scheduled  for  a  morning  in  De¬ 
cember  and  once  a  month  thereafter. 
The  first  discussion  will  be  led  by  Rabbi 
Kertzer  on  the  subject:  “Developing  the 
Child’s  Jewish  Loyalty.” 


On  Wednesday  evening,  Oct.  23,  1946 
the  Second  Annual  School  Board-Faculty 
Dinner  was  held  at  the  Hotel  Alden. 
Among  the  fifty  people  present  were 
members  of  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the  recently  organized  Parents'  Associa¬ 
tion.  After  the  introduction  of  the  chair¬ 
men  of  the  various  working  committees 
and  the  teaching  staff,  a  lively  discus¬ 
sion  on  “The  Role  of  the  Club”  took 
place.  Rabbi  Kertzer  served  as  moderator 
for  the  occasion.  After  much  discussion 
by  parents  and  faculty  it  was  agreed 
that  the  club  stands  side  by  side  with 
the  Religious  School  as  a  concrete  way 
of  teaching  the  Jewish  way  of  life  to  our 
young  people.  It  was  further  agreed 
that  through  a  club  this  background  can 
be  taught  pleasurably. 

At  the  same  meeting  Mrs.  Seymour 
Wimpheimer,  chairman  of  the  Library 
Committees  of  both  the  School  Board 
and  the  Parents’  Association,  told  of  a 
new  plan  devised  to  give  the  Religious 
School  library  greater  circulation  among 
the  students.  A  portable  library  system 
will  be  installed  whereby  the  books  will 
be  placed  on  rolling  library  carts  and 
taken  to  each  class  and  club  room  as 
often  as  possible. 


Sisterhood  Speaks 

by  Dorothy  Cross 

At  the  next  sisterhood  meeting  on  No¬ 
vember  26th,  Dr.  John  Slawson,  Execu¬ 
tive  Vice  President  of  the  American  Jew¬ 
ish  Committee  will  talk  on  “Jewish  Self 
Defense.” 

At  the  last  meeting,  the  Austin-Ma- 
honey  Bill  for  elimination  of  discrimina¬ 
tion  in  institutions  of  higher  learning 
was  explained  by  Mrs.  Milton  N.  Grass, 
a  representative  from  the  League  of 
Women  Voters.  The  bill  failed  to  pass 
last  year  and  will  be  presented  again  in 
January  at  the  State  Legislature. 

Mrs.  Frederick  Finn  attended  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Joint  Distribution  Com¬ 
mittee  and  asked  that  members  register 
for  the  Home  Nursing  Course  at  Red 
Cross  headquarters,  to  help  overcome 
the  nursing  shortage.  She  mentioned 
that  the  speaker  of  the  day  was  from  the 
League  of  Women  Voters  who  urged  us 
to  register  and  vote. 

The  Succoth  and  Simhat  Torah  festi¬ 
vals  were  celebrated  in  the  Synagogue  in 
the  true  spirit  of  Thanksgiving.  Thanks 
are  extended  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry 
Dubin  for  fruit  and  vegetables,  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  S.  Schwartz  for  wine,  and  to 
the  many  members  of  Sisterhood  who 
donated  hallah  and  flags. 

The  morning  classes  of  the  Women’s 
Institute  of  the  Jewish  Theological  Sem¬ 
inary  are  now  in  full  swing.  For  a  dis¬ 
tinctive  experience  try  the  classes  of 
Dr.  Louis  Levitsky  and  Dr.  Evelyn 
Garfiel. 

Mr.  Joseph  Willen  and  Mr.  Philip 
Bernstein  were  the  speakers  at  the  last 
Sisterhood  session.  They  discussed  the 
question  of  establishing  a  general  welfare 
fund  and  a  community  council.  Mr. 
Willen  indicated  that  the  merging  of 
various  agencies  would  be  unnecessary 
because  each  has  a  specific  function  that 
is  not  overlapping.  Mr.  Bernstein  was  of 
the  opinion  that  the  Jewish  Community 
Council  would  ultimately  be  organized 
in  New  York  as  it  already  has  been  in 
80  other  cities,  and  that  it  is  a  necessity 
for  unified  thought  and  action. 

In  the  last  issue,  Mrs.  Victor  Riesen- 
feld,  Mrs.  Frederick  Heimerdinger,  and 
Mrs.  Jerome  I.  Udell  were  inaccurately 
referred  to  as  representatives  of  UJA. 
They  were  the  representatives  of  the 
Federation  of  Jewish  Philanthropies. 

Please  send  in  any  news  item,  per¬ 
sonal  or  general,  to  Mrs.  Frank  E.  Cross, 
115  East  92nd  Street. 
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Successful  Dance, 

Forum  Held  by 
Junior  League 

The  Junior  League’s  Fall  Dance,  held 
on  Sunday  afternoon,  November  10th, 
in  the  Synagogue  vestry,  was  a  tremen¬ 
dous  success.  It  far  exceeded  the  expec¬ 
tations  of  the  group,  according  to  Miss 
Rosalind  Gudis  and  Miss  Selma  Jerskey, 
who  were  co-chairmen  of  the  affair.  An¬ 
other  dance  is  tentatively  scheduled  for 
the  Hanukkah  season,  and  those  who 
were  unable  to  attend  previous  Junior 
League  social  affairs  are  invited  to  at¬ 
tend  at  that  time. 

The  symposium  meeting  which  took 
place  on  Sunday  evening,  November  3rd, 
proved  to  be  vigorous  and  provocative. 

Mr.  Aryeh  Schindelman,  a  native 
Palestinian,  representing  the  Jewish 
National  Fund,  presented  the  Zionist 
point  of  view,  Mr.  Irving  Wolfson,  rep¬ 
resented  the  American  League  for  a 
Free  Palestine,  Rabbi  Kertzer  served  as 
moderator.  Thorough  analysis  of  the 
Jewish  Agency  plans,  of  the  position 
taken  by  the  ZOA  at  Atlantic  City,  and 
the  respective  stands  taken  by  Haganah 
and  Irgun  Zvai  Leumi  in  Palestine  led 
to  excellent  audience  participation.  The 
symposium  proved  so  successful  that  the 
committee  in  charge  has  announced 
plans  for  future  meetings  along  the  same 
line,  it  was  stated  by  Miss  Lois  Drosin, 
chairman  and  Miss  Josephine  Levy. 

The  Junior  League  has  set  aside  a  bloc 
of  forty  tickets  for  the  performance  of 
“Park  Avenue,”  scheduled  for  Thursday 
evening,  December  5th.  Those  desning 
tickets  are  requested  to  communicate 
with  Dudley  Greenstein.  It  is  expected 
that  this  service  will  he  a  regular  fea¬ 
ture  of  the  organization’s  program  for 
the  entire  year. 

The  next  nieeting  of  the  Junior  League 
is  scheduled  for  Sunday  evening,  No¬ 
vember  24th.  It  will  he  devoted  to  a  dis¬ 
cussion  of  plans  for  coming  events.  The 
many  new  members  will  be  greeted  at 
this  time. 


Will  You  Attend? 

Monday,  Nov.  11th,  8  p.m. — Opening  of 
the  Adult  Education  Courses. 
Monday,  Nov.  18th,  8  p.m. — 2nd  Session 
of  the  Adult  Education  Courses. 
Sunday,  Nov.  24th,  8:45  p.m.— Junior 
League  Meeting. 


Mr.  Irving  Geist  Awarded 
Presidential  Citation 

General  Dwight  D.  Eisenhower,  on 
October  25th  presented  the  President’s 
Certificate  of  Merit  to  Mr.  Irving  Geist, 
a  member  of  the  Congregation.  Mr.  Geist 
was  honored  for  outstanding  services  in 
contributing  to  the  welfare  and  morale 
of  disabled  and  sick  soldiers  at  Halloran 
General  Hospital  during  the  war.  Mr. 
Geist  secured  more  than  a  million  tickets 
for  theatrical  performances  and  sports 
events  which  were  distributed  to  military 
personnel.  He  was  also  responsible  for 
the  sponsorship  of  numerous  benefit 
performances  for  hospitalized  members 
of  the  armed  forces. 


Collegiates  Organize 

A  new  social  organization  for  the 
young  people  in  the  Congregation  of  col¬ 
legiate  age  has  been  established,  and 
held  its  first  meeting  at  the  home  of 
Rabbi  and  Mrs.  Kertzer  on  Sunday  eve¬ 
ning,  October  27th.  The  second  meeting 
of  the  group  was  held  at  Rabbi  and  Mrs. 
Steinberg’s  on  November  3rd.  Among 
those  active  in  the  group  at  the  present 
time  are  Carol  Wertheimer,  George 
Osserman,  Dolores  Cohen,  and  Robert 
Greenstein.  This  group  will  form  a  tem¬ 
porary  steering  committee  while  the 
group  is  enlarging  its  membership. 

Plans  are  now  being  made  for  a  dance 
on  Sunday,  December  1st,  to  which  all 
collegiates  in  the  Congregation  who  are 
expected  home  for  the  Thanksgiving  re¬ 
cess  will  be  invited.  Membership  is  open 
to  all  young  women  between  the  ages  of 
17  and  20,  and  all  young  men  between 
the  ages  of  19  and  22,  regardless  of  con¬ 
gregational  affiliation. 
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Book  Review 


COLOR  BLIND 
By  Margaret  Halsey 


With  this  issue,  the  BULLETIN  is  in¬ 
augurating  a  Book  Review  column ,  for 
which  contributions  are  requested  from 
the  congregants.  Because  of  the  nature 
of  the  paper ,  the  books  to  be  reviewed 
will  be  limited  to  those  of  special  Jewish 
interest,  either  as  to  purpose  or  content. 

Mrs.  Margaret  Halsey  in  Color  Blind 
here  presented  her  thinking  about  the 
reasons  for  anti-Negro  feeling,  and  offers 
several  steps  as  possible  means  to  a  solu¬ 
tion.  She  has  used  her  experiences  at 
the  Stage  Door  Canteen  as  a  springboard 
for  her  vital  presentation;  the  Canteen 
having  been  one  of  the  first  to  employ 
an  active  non-discriminatory  program, 
both  towards  service  men  and  hostesses. 

In  discussing  ways  of  alleviating  dis¬ 
criminatory  practices,  the  question  of 
equality  is  again  brought  to  the  fore. 
The  author  is  very  definite  in  her  feeling 
that  “the  only  people  capable  of  equality, 
with  anyone,  are  people  who  are  them¬ 
selves  used  to  being  treated  as  equals .” 

The  greatest  value  of  any  book  written 
about  minority  problems  is  seldom  its 
exposition  of  causes;  rather,  its  impor¬ 
tance  is  in  its  method  for  handling  the 
problem.  Here,  very  definite  steps  are 
traced  in  line  with  the  author’s  thinking 
that  “practical  steps  toward  racial  de¬ 
mocracy  do  not  increase  the  prejudice  of 
prejudiced  people.” 

The  most  important  thing  in  the  in¬ 
dividual  White’s  own  program  for  living 
with  Negroes  is  to  select  something  in 
keeping  with  his  own  personality  and 
framework  of  life.  The  basic  methods 
outlined  are  through  reading,  financial 
support  of  large  programs,  and  active 
participation  with  groups  within  whose 
membership  are  Negroes.  Personal  con¬ 
tact  is  thought,  by  Miss  Halsey,  to  be  the 
best  way  in  which  to  come  to  know  the 
Negro,  and  knowing  him,  to  accept  him 
as  an  individual. 

Miss  Halsey’s  study  is  a  clear,  easily 
read  work.  Because  the  problems  of  all 
minority  groups  have  similar  features, 
this  study  of  the  Negro  is  well-related  to 
the  problem  confronting  Jews. 

Judith  Klenert 


